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DISCOURSE, BY PRESIDENT. WILFORD: WOODRUFF. 


the Bixty-Eighth Annual Conferbince, in the ‘Tabernacle, Balt Lake City, 
Utah, on Sunday ‘afternoon, April 3rd, 1898. 

[At President Woodruffs request, President Cannon read the Tet Section 
of the Book of Doctrine aud Covenants ! : 

I want the attention and the Prayers of the Saints who hav ve te 
upon this occasion. I have been sick and very weak in my body for a 
month past, and did not feel that I would be able to attend this Confe 
ence till the day before it opened. “I have been blessed in this respect to 
be with you. 1 desiré to say zome things to you, and perhaps so 
‘strange things, too. 1 feel disposed to say something about nia 
give you s little of the history of my life, because of what I may. want 
to say, before I get through, to the rising generation of Israel. My re- 
marks thay de very écoétitric to a but Latter-day Sainte, and to them 
also, T expect. 
I suppose when I Was born the devil knew what I should be called to 
do; for there have been from the day I was born until the present two 
powers with me—orie to kill me, the other to save we. 1 stand before 
vou today’ pretty Sound-looking, for à man ninety years of age. I 
stand before you with a body in which almost every bone has been broke 
except my back and neck. I have had through 3 power after me 
to take my Hife. ‘When Twas about three years T was ed into a 
-caldron of boiling water, which had just been” taken off the Are. My 
grandiother took me out, and kth ‘Ato pped off exceptin pting off my 
bead aud feet: Pas wrapped up for ‘months 2 cotton and oil. That 
of “When 1 was twelve years of ag aI 
‘was drowned ; rate, T in'thirty test ot. Ic 1 


* 


* 
. ‘ 
* 
* 
7 8 
¢ 
- 
» 
4 
4 
é 
— 
— 
2 
xt 
** 
: 


drown anyone. After several unsuccessful attempts, I was brought up 
out of the water. This was under the Farmington mill dam. I was just 
as dead as I shall be thirty years hence. I lay on my back and saw the 
sun go out, and passed through all the sensations of death that any man 
would in drowning. After an hour's labor, I was brought around to life 
again. I shall not go into the particulars of many of these things, but I 
have passed through what may be termed death a number of times in my 
44 When I was 15 years old I wag in one of those Connecticut blizzards. 
I walked | four miles through a wood into the open country, and I sought 
some place where I could hide from the storm and rest. There was but 
one house within a mile of me—that was the poor house, which was about 
twenty-five rods away. The man was moved upon to go up in his garret 
to get some pennyroyal to give to a sick woman, and he felt led to look 
du of the window. He saw me crawling into the hollow of a big tree. 
He kuew what the result of that would be better than I did. He took 
his horse and sleigh and came to me, and when he got there I was asleep, 
atid he preserved my Jife. When I was 14 years old I was bit by a mad 
dog, and ought to have died; but I did not. So I continued on, until I 
can say that I have broken both of my legs, one twice; broken both of my 
arms, breast bone, several ribs, and altogether been through a pretty 
hard experience for a man who had to be called to preach the Gospel, at 
least. I was a miller by trade. I have been in two water wheels under 
" fall head of water, and I suppose I ought to have bean killed in either of 
them, but I was not hurt. 

That preserving power has followed me all the way through my life. It 
has been with me upon my missions abroad as well as at home. It has 
followed me until the present day, and I have been placed i ina great many 
strange places. 

I Iwas ordgined to dedicate this Salt Lake Temple fifty years before it 
. was dedieatéd; I knew I should live to dedicate that Temple. I did liye 
10 do it. I had a great desire in my boyhood to receive the Gospel of 
Christ, to see a prophet or somebody that could teach me the Gospel of 
Christ as taught by the ancient Apostles and as I read of in the New 
Testament. I desired this with every sentiment of my heart, and on the 
first Gospel sermon I ever heard I was baptized, with my oldest. brother. 
I immediately went to Kirtland. I was in Zion’s Camp with the Prophet 
of God. I saw the dealings of God with him. I saw the power of God 
with him. I saw that he was a Prophet. What was manifest to him by 
the power of God upon that mission was of great value to me and to all 
bo received his instructions. I will refer to one instance. A ahort time 
before we landed in Missouri, Joseph called the camp together. He there 
, prophesied unto us, and told us what lay before us. He gave us the rea 
bn why chastisement was before us. He said: “You consider me a boy 
with the rest of you, You have not realized my position before the Lord. 
But there is : a chastisement before this camp,” He told us that this would 
_ come. Upon us because he had not been obeyed in his counsels. In one 
’ hour after we landed in Missouri and pitched our tenta at Mr. Burkett’s, 
one man began to fall here, another there, and in a few mowents we had 
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a dozen of our camp ‘stretched upon blankets with the oholera. Phe 


Prophet of God, when he saw this, felt tosympathize with them, and he 


and Hyrum laid their hands upon Brother Carter, the first man that was 


taken sick, but as soon as they did it they were seized themselves, and 


they ‘both had to leave the camp. He said afterwards: “I told you what 


was coming to pass, and when affliction came I stretched out my band to 
stay it, and I came orn mission 


to me. 


I want to say here that in all my life since i this Chueh oul 


kingdom, notwithstanding these powers that have been with me to kill 
me, I have always had the revelations of God with me. That is something 
I want to talk about to Israel before I get through: The power of God 


has told me what to do and what not to do. While the devil has nad 


power to afflict my body very seriously, there has been a power with me 
that has saved me through it all. And, whenever I have had the Holy 
Spirit with me to tell me what to do, I have had to do that. By that I 
‘have been saved. By listening to that still small voice I am here: to-day 
with you. There are two reasons why [am here to-day. When I went 
back after the pioneer journey, President Young said he wanted me to 
take my family and go to Boston, and stay there till I could gather all 


the Saints of God in New England and Canada and bring them to Zion. 


That was the mission he gave me on my return from the pioneer journey 


to Winter Quarters. I went in the spring, as he told me,.and took my 
family. We came one evening to one of the brethren’s houses in Indiana. 


Several of us were there. Orson Hyde had a team as well as myself. We 
drove into a long yard. I set my carriage within six inches of his. I had 


my wife and children with me. I tied my animals to an oak tree on the 
other side of where we camped. I went to bed in my carriage. As I laid 


down, the Spirit of the Lord told me to get up and move my carriage. I 


did not ask the Lord wht He meant. I did as I was told. The same 
Spirit told me to go and move my animals away from that tree. I did 
that. My wife asked me why I did it. I told her I did not know. I had 


not been in bed twenty minutes when there came a whirlwind and took 


that oak tree, which had stood there perhaps fifty years, split it right 
through the trunk, and it swept through both of those fences where: my 


carriage had stood. It never touched Brother Hyde's carriage, but it 


would have crushed me and my family to the earth if I had not listened 
to the voice of the Spirit. After spending two years and a half in New 
England and Canada, getting the Saints out, I started back with the last 
lot, about a hundred, from Boston: We landed in Pittsburg ut dusk. We 
vere anxious not to stay there, but to go on to St. Louis. I saw a steamer 
‘making steam ready to go out. I went to the captain and asked him how 
many passengers he had. Three hundred and fifty.“ Could you take 


another hundred!“ Tes.“ I was just ‘about to tell him we wanted to go 


aboard when that Spirit said to me, Dont go aboard that steamer, you nor 


your company.” All right, said I. Thad learned something about that stil] 


small voice. I did not go aboard that steamer, but waited till the next 
morning. In thirty minutes after that steamer tet, 16 took fire: It had 
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Yopes instead of wheel chains, and they could not go ashore. It was.a 
dark night, and not a soul was saved. If I had not obeyed the influence 
of that monitor within me, I would have been there myself, with the rest 
of the company. The Thirteenth ward would not have had an Atwood 
for a Bishop; the Church would not have had a Leonard W. Hardy as 
Bishop. They were both with me, and their families, including Brother 
Samuel Hardy, who is in St. George now, upwards of ninety years old. 
I never disobeyed that Spirit but once in my life; I did it then through 
the agency of other persona, bad. id neatiy.cout me. my life. I have been 
acquainted with this Spirit. It was not the blow of trumpets nor thunder 
and lightning; it was the still small voice to me. All the way from my 
boyhood I have been governed and controlied by that Spirit. My mis- 
sions have been by that Spirit of revelation. I was told to go to Fox 
Islands by that same still small voice. In the time of the great apostasy 
in Kirtland the Spirit of the Lord said to me, Get you a partner and go 
to Fox Islands.” I knew no more what was in Fox Islands than what was 
in Kolob. I went there, however, baptized a hundred and brought them 
up to Zion with me. It was upon that island where I received a letter 
from Joseph Smith, telling me that I was called by revelation to fill the 
place of oneof the Twelve who had fallen. Youjwill see it in the Doctrine 
and Covenants. That thing was revealed to me before I received the 
letter from Joseph Smith, but I did not feel disposed to tell it. to any 
‘mortal man, for I knew it was my duty to keep such things to myself. 
Through all my life and labors, whenever I have been told to do anything 
by the Spirit of the Lord, I have always found it good to do it. I have 
been preserved by that power. That power was with me when I went 
to Herefordshire. I was preaching every night with Brother Cordon, 
and one night we held a meeting in the town hall at Hanley, in Stafford- 
shire. The Spirit—that still small voice—said to me, “This is the last 
meeting you will hold with this people for many days.” I told. the con- 
gregatian so when I got up. They were very much astonished, and asked 
me where I was going. I told them I did not know. After, I went to 
ask the Lord what he wanted of me, and He told me to go to the south. 
That was all the answer I got. I took the stage and rode eighty miles 
south. The first man's house I went into was John Benbow’s. I had not 
been in his house fifteen minutes till I understood why the Lord had sent 
me there. There was a people broken off from the Wesleyan Methodists, 
who had banded together and called themselves United Brethren... They 
were watching for the coming of the Son of Man, watching for the Gospel 
of Christ, as they read of it in the New Testament. The first thirty days 
after I got there I brought into the Church some two thousands, with 
fifty ministers, and all their chapels, licensed according to law, were in my 
hands. There was no blowing of trumpets about that. The Spirit of the 
Lord told me to go there, and when I got there. saw why I was Sent. 
That is, perhaps, enough to say about those things. Now, I want to 
to this congregation, to the young men of Israel, to the Elders of Israel, 
to all.our missionaries, the day has come when the God of heaven requires 
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Saints, to say unto you, it is the will of God for you to take this course. 
Get the Spirit of. God. before you go on your missions or anywhere else. 
Get the Spirit of revelation with you. And when you get that you are 
safe, and you will do exactly. what the Lord wants you to do. I have felt 


strongly: impressed to say thet to this Conference. What can you do 


without revelation! We cannot do the will af God and accomplish what 
is required of us without it: We will make no mistakes if we pursue that 
course. That spirit is with the Apostles, and with the Elders of Israel 
who are true and faithful. The rising generation should labor to obtain 
the Spirit of God. Get it within you and it will be a continual monitor 
within you. 

I will tell you another reason. r 
One reason why I am here is because the has chosen the weak things 
of this world to preach the Gospel, to do His work, to build up His king- 
dom. I do not think He has ever had 2 on earth to 
work through than myself. The Almighty has known that neyer for a 
minute since I have been a member of this Chureh have I had any power 
to take any honor or glory to myself with regard to anything that I have 
been enabled to do in the work of the ministry or elsewhere. Why? 
Because I have known it has come from God, and not from me. And no 
other man who has engaged in this work has had any power of himself. 
This power has come from God unto us, whereby we have been enabled to 
do the work He has required at our hands. 

There is a change coming over the earth ; there is a change coming over 
the Christian world; and itis at our door. You read the revelations in 
the Bible, in the Book of Mormon and in the Doctrine and Covenants 
appertaining to our day and the generation before the coming of the Son 
of Man, War! Yes; war is one of the troubles that belong to the genera- 
tion in which we live. It will come to pags, and no power beneath the 
heavens can stay it. Who cannot open their eyes and see the change in 
the things around us? Read these revelations the revelation just read 
by Brother Cannon, and the others in these books. The God of heaven 
They are as sure to come to pass as that Gad There is no power on 


5 earth, nor beneath the earth, nor anywherp-else, that can stay the fulfill- 


ment of these things. And they are at our dhors. 

I am anxious that the y Sainte shall round up their shoulders 

to overthrow. Mormonism. have driven our people from their 

lands. They have persecuted an afflioted They have put some t 

for she weed of fod and of But they have not 
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It is ordained of God that Zion is to be established here. Here is the 
Tabernacle that the Prophet of as a cov from th rm and 
the wind, eto. tem are in t N f 


tHe establishment of these things. He lived lene enough to dedicate the 
corner stone of this Temple on this block, into which the Latter-day 
Saints go and deliver their friends who are in the prison house, and 
attend to vhe ordinances of the house of God for them, in fulfillment of 
the ancient Prophets, who spake as they were moved upon by the Holy 
Ghost, to the effect that saviors should be raised up on Mount Zion in 0 
latter days ‘while the kingdom is the Lord's. Zion has got to arise. 

ing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into ig 
O mountains; for the Lord hath comforted His people, and will have 
mercy upon His afflicted. 

But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath bor 
gotten me. 
an a woman Wee her sucking child, that she 400 Id not have com- 
passion on che son of her womb? Tes, they’ may forget, 205 war 1 not 
forget thee. 

“Behold, I 1670 graven thee upon the ‘pale of my ‘hands; thy wall 
are continually before me.” (Isaiah 49: 110) 

All that has been spoken concerning Zion will come to pass, and you 
and I to-day are witnesses of these things. 

We are here for salvation and eternal life. We are here to obtain those 
great blessings which Saints of God in every age of the world have 
obtained when they have obeyed the commandments of God. Shall we 
fail? No, we shall not if we do our duty. The Gospel is just as good to- 
day as it was in the days of the Savior. As to the glorious blessings of 
the Gospel of Christ, they have been unpopular in almost every age of the 
world. Take Christ Himself: where was there a more unpopular man 
thun the Savior of the world in His day? And His Apostles were un- 
popular. They were put to death for the word of God and testimony of 
Jesus Christ. Nevertheless, Christ was the Son of God; and the Sadducees, 
the Pharisees, the Essenes, and all the sects that Torre against Him were 
cursed and many of them were cast down to hell, while He remains as the 
Savior of the world, and received the honor and the glory which His 
Father had obdained for Him: I want our young people especially to 
remember these things. Those who are going upon missions must not 
neglect them. Unless you have the Holy Ghost with you when you go 
out to preach the Gospel, you cannot do your duty; but when you have 
that you are safe, go where you will, and your words will have their effect 
in the hearts of the honest afd méek of the earth.” 

Brethren and sisters, I feel to thank God that we 
are. I feel to thank God that we are in the position we occupy in these 
valleys of the mountains. Here is a safe place. While in the dedication 
of that Temple I saw the judgments of God that were about to be poured 
out upon this generation. They will come to pass. I read the other night 
of a terrible flood. Who ever heard of such a flood in America before! 
These floods, and troubles and tribulations are increasing in the éarth, and 
they will increase until this scene is ‘wound up. I pray God my heaven} 
Father to bless you all, to inspire our héarts, that the vision of — . —4 
ve in and the 
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we are under. The eyes of all heaven and earth and hell are over us. 
The eyes of the devils are over us. They labor for our destruction; but 
they have not the power to do it. We are in- the hands of God. He holds 
the keys of the destinies of the inhabitants of the earth, and He will bless 
the righteous, no matter who they are nor where they are. I am thankful 
to listen to the teachings that I have heard at this Conference from the 
Elders of Israel. I rejoice in the progress that has been made during the 
past year in the Church abroad. There has been an addition to the Church 
that we have never met with in any other year since the organization of 
this Church. And here at home there has been a great addition. Our 
sisters have labored faithfully. in the Primary Associations, i in the Mutual 
Improvement Associations, and in every capacity in which they are ealled to 
labor. The blessings of God are with them, and they are doing much good. 
The Sunday schools have also added to their numbers. They have now 
over one hundred thousand members. The Young Men's Mutunl Improve- 
ment Associations, as has been said, have an addition ot about thirteen 
thousand as a result of their labors the past year. God is blessing those 
who labor among them. If you can save a soul from death, what bléssings 
you will have with that soul. As the Lord said to Oliver Cowdery, “Tt 
it so be that you should labor all your days in crying repentance unto this 
people, and bring, save it be one soul unto me, how great shall be your 
joy with him in the kingdom of thy Father.” We should continue in this 
labor, that we may gain the salvation of the souls of men. Inasmuch as 
vou will do this, the, blessings of God will attend you. Zion has got to 
arise or fall. Which shall it be? The proclamation of the Gospel of 
Christ is in favor of Zion. All the revelations appertaining to this day 
are in favor of Zion, and of preparing the. w for the coming of the Son 
of Man. And Zion will arise aud shine 
God bless you, one and all. ‘Let us do our duty and seek to magnify 
our religion, that when we get through we will rejoice in that. It is 
better to be on the Lord's side than anywhere else. I want salvation. I 
want to meet my forefathers and my friends whom I have labored here to 
redeem, who* never heard the Gospel in their day and generation. God 
has given us this privilege. We have Elders of Israel laboring in all these 
temples day by day for the ‘salvation of the children of men. We have 
been blessed in this labor, and we will continue to be blessed; and ‘when 
we get on the other side of the veil there is not one of us but will rejoice 
for the good we have done. May God bless you. T feel to bless’ the 
Latter-day Saints, as far as I have power to bless. Our daughters and 
our mothers are laboring for the salvation of Israel in their line, and 30 
are the Elders of Israel in their line. But we want to increase und con- 
tinue to increase, until we have power in the earth to gather up All the 
honest and meek of the earth. God bless, guide and direct us all in the 
path of truth and righteousness, for Jesus’ sake. fy 
We weare picture, which wo ar 
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‘EDITORIAL ‘NOTES. 


and the Divine Truth of 
is within. the reach of every man. The solicited testimony of an Elder 
laboring. inthe Birmingham Conference that appears on page 395 of this 
number, should appeal to our readers in a very impressive manner. That 
the.Almighty bas seen: fit to use the humble and Jowly as his instruments 
throughoat.every age is apparent to every reader of the Bible. Througbont 
the. history. of His people upon the earth, those of humble and lowly 
demeanor have been chosen to accomplish His divine work, Eider 
Phillipe’ case is but another illustration of the fact that is universally 
acceptéd, another case wherein is demonstrated that religious drinn 
are not g much an assent of the brain, ag they are of the heart. 
That it is not always the educated and the rhetorician that convince 
mankind of the truth of the Gospel, but the man who is sincere, earnest x 
withal possessed with the light of the Holy Spirit burning brightly in his 
hosom, carries a convincing evidence into the hearts of his auditors that 
remains with them Jong after the remembrance of a faultless oratorical 
display of nicely timed similes, well chosen synonyms, pungent philo- 
logical criticisms, and graceful elocution, has died out of their recollection. 
No one need despair of doing some good in this life in the face of such a 
testimony. We all have our places and duties in the kingdom of God and 
the greater our talents the more will be expected of us. 

The humble man who fearfully asks himeelf, “What can Ido, unlearned 
as I am, in God's service?” to his joy perceives that he is enabled to do 
much, and thropgh the power of God, to develop latent talents of whose 
existence he had not the remotest conception, 

That a man, past the prime of life, wh a few brief montha ago dia not 
know the letters of the alphabet, should be able to write a letter of twelve 
pages with neatness and precision, is in itself a wonderful thing when 
viewed from a worldly standpoint... _ 

‘We rejoice to read such testimonies, and the weed should fin no cause 
to wonder at the seme any more than does ot, the regular 

If mankind would hombly and the Scriptures 
emphatically believe in them as they profess so to do, the numerous cases 
of the fulfillment of prophecy—both ancient and modern—together with 
the dally ccourrenée of “the signe following the believers,” such as Eiders 
and Latter-day Sainte testify to publiely ob every testimony meeting 
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that is held in the name of the Lord, would be ‘accepted by the world 
unquestioned as a proof that God lives and that His word is true. The 
man who states that such. testimonies and signs do not emanate from on 
high, in fact have been completely superseded by a scientific age and are 
no longer needed, places himself in the unenviable position of either 
denying the divine authenticity of the Bible, or else averring that the 


THE Cunard arrived on — last from New York. 
Among her passengers were Dr. James E. Talmage of Salt Lake City, 
Bishop Robert Prioe of Paris, Idaho, together with Elder James H. Wallis, 
editor of the Post, of the same city. The two latter are visiting their 
native land for the purposes of genealogical research. 

Elder Talmage has brought with him a large collection of views of Utah 
scenery and places of interest to be found throughout the “Beehive State.“ 
These views, that are very superior works of art, suitable for stereoptioon 
displays, are the property of the Church and are intended to be used during 
a projected series of lectures to be delivered in some of the principal cities 
throughout the ‘European Wan in the near ‘fatare. 


ANOTHER beh laid down his fe while laboring steadfastly 
in the cause of Truth, News has been received by the last mail that Elder 
Hyrum Maughan of Weston, Idaho, passed away at Anderson, Indiana, 
U.S. A., on the zrd inst. As yet no further particulars are to be obtained. 
Elder Maughan was born at Weston, Idaho, December 17, 1871, and was 
the son of John H. and Sarah M. Davenport Maughan. He had been in 
the mission field since December 2, 1907. | 


WE are in — of a letter from Elder Halldor Johnsen, who left 
Leith, May 18th, en route to open up a mission in his native land, Iceland. 
His letter informs us that he had arrived there in safety May 30, and 
7 although a twelve days’ journey across the sea from any elders he is feel- 

ing well both ‘physically and spiritually and already bas made several 


friends. | 


1808, arrived in New York on the 21st inst., with passengers on board 
all well. There was a company of Saints and — missionaries on 
the vessel. 


i 


— — 


Wallis, Mrs. Jane (Wallis) Joinson, and Lilian Wallis. Any one knowing anything 
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WELSH CONFERENCE. 


A CONFERENCE of the Church of Jesus Christ.of Latter-day Sainte in the 
Welsh Conference District, was held on Sunday, June 19, 1898. Services 
were held at 188 Cathays Terrace, at 10:30 a.m., at 2:30 and. Gip0 p. m. in 
the Swiss Hall, Queen Street, Cardiff. . 

Among those present were Elder Joseph W. McMurrin of the e e 
of the European Mission; President J. H. Paul and Elder J. T. Poulton of 
the Birmingham Conference; J. W. Knight, Lucy Jane Brimhall and Inez 
Knight of the Cheltenbam Conference; Abraham Evans of the Sheffield 
Conference; President Evan R. Owen and the Traveling Elders of the 
Welsh Conference. | 

At the morning meeting the general authorities of the Church a the 
presidency of the European Mission were presented and unanimously 
sustained. Elder Evan R. Owen was sustained as president of the Welsh | 
Conference, and, the following named Elders were sustained to labor in 
the districts as follows: L. George Clarke, D. B. Thomas and C. H. Davis, 
in Cardiff; Wm. R. Davis, John E. Jones, Alma W. Williams and T. W. 
Jones, Rhondda; I. H. Nash, W. E. Morse, W. H. Thomas and Edward 
Thomas, in Abercynon; ; Joseph Davis, Lewis Williams and W. E. Jones, 
in Abertillery. James Watts was sustained as president of the Cardiff 
Branch. William Richards was sustained as president of the Merthyr 
Branch. Charles Jones was sustained as president, and Edwin Jones and 
James C. Green as counselors, of the Abersychan Branch. Wm. R. Davis 
was sustained as president of the Rhondda Branch. L. George Clarke 
was sustained as clerk of the Welsh Conference. 45 

President Evan R. Oven read the statistical and — 4. report for the 
past five months as follows: Number of branches, 4; Seventies, 15; 
Elders, 11; Priests, 4; Teachers, 28; Deacons, 5; members, 189; total 
officers end members, 234; children under eight years of age, 34; total 
number of souls, (exclusive ‘of missionaries), 268. Strangers’ houses visited 
in tracting, 4,592; by invitation, 363; Gospel conversations, 901; tracts 
distributed, 19,057; books distributed, 133; meetings held, in-door, 223 ; 
out-door, 23. Baptized, 87:5. emigrated, over eight years of age, 3; “under 
eight years of age, 2. | 

The following Elders and Sister then the 
R. Owen, John Lloyd. L. George Clarke, Sister Lucy Jane Brimhall, Wen. 
R. Davis and Joseph Davis. 
In the afternoon Elder D. B. Thomas, Sister Inez Knight and J H. ral 
were the speaker. 

Elder Evan R. Owen, Sister Lucy n Brimball, Jos. W. MeMurrin and 
Sister Inez Knight were the speakers in the evening 

On Monday, June 20, a priesthood meeting was held at ‘188 Geakegs 
Terrace. The Elders reported their labors and the visiting nene sed 
sisters gave some valuable instructions, | 

ing. L. GzorcE CLARK, Clerk of Conference. 
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FAITH OVERCOMES ALL, ‘OBSTACLES. 


36 14 1608.— Thinking that it 
would be of interest to the Elders and Saints, I write the following: 
In November, 1896, my Bishop, in counsel with his counsellors, chose 
some missionaries; the Bishop was impressed to call me, but some of the 
brethren objected on the ground that I could not read or write, after three 
hours’ talk they decided to send my name to the Presidency of the Stake. 

Three weeks passed by and then the President of the Stake told me ‘he 
neal not “sent my name in, for they wanted me to stay home, they could 
use me at home.“ He said, “If you want to go I will send it in.“ I said, 
“No! I am willing to abide your decision on the matter. I know I am not 
educated, but if the Lord wants me to go on a mission I will go and do the 
best I can.” I then went to my quorum meeting—as I belong to the 35th | 
Quorum of Seventies; the spirit of the Lord told me to go on that mis- 
sion. That spirit did not leave me that day or night. On the morrow 1 
went to Sunday School and to meeting, as I always did. This same spirit 
stayed with me, I could not get rid of it. While in meeting the spirit 
repeatedly told me, to go on that mission and I will be with you all the 
time, and I will show you how to write and read, and you shall fill a good 
mission and I will help you preach the Gospel.” What to do I did not 
know. I saw myself writing a very plain hand that anyone could read. 
My attention was drawn to this spirit more than tothe preacher. I began 
to be somewhat alarmed. I felt as though I was on fire, and I must do 
something. I thought, “shall I tell my President to send my name in?” 
The spirit said; “No.” I said, I will tell my wife and my Bishop.” Then 
this spirit left me at once. The meeting was out, the Bishop came to me 
and said, “Brother Phillips, have you got your notice yet? I said, “No, 
I want to see you about that.” . . . No came a trial to me. I 
asked my daughter, Maude, to set me a copy in writing of the alphabet 
and at intervals when | got a half hour I worked at it. After about eight 
hours I could make all the letters and jem: them together. From: that 
time on I have written my own letters. 

On the 16th of January, agent by 
told me I should know God as I had never known Him before; that I should 
have the spirit of prophecy; that I should feel the spirit and power of God 
in every fibre of my body from head to foot. This hasallcome true. 

The first part of my labors seemed to be almost a failure. I had often 
thought when I was home that I would like to go on a mission and be led 
to someone by the dictation of the Holy Spirit of the Lord, that they 
might receive the Gospel through me taking it to them; but when I 
thought of having no schooling I would give up the idea. But after 
many years this was granted to me. One of our sisters came to Birming- 
ham, there wers six Elders in the house, but nothing would do but I must 
come and bring another Elder as there were some folks there that wanted 
to see some Elders and hear them speak on the Gospel, and she thought 1 
avas the right one; so she — I went myself 
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with Elder M. Smith; we talked to them in the afternoon, then we held a 
meeting, there were ‘eight present, one of them was blind. This blind 
woman had a dream a night or two after. She saw those two Elders who 
held the meeting and she said that she could pick them out from among a 
thousand if she could see them, one was tall. She invited me to 
call and see ber and talk on the Gospel and she would invite her sister. 
I went and we hed a good talk on the Gospel. I told her to pray to the 
Lord for a testimony and she should have it. She did so, She dreamed 
she was with her sister on a large hill and there was a very broad gate 
and down the hill was a narrow gate. Her sister wanted her to go 
through this broad gate. She said “No, that is not right, we must go 
through the narrow one.” After long persuasion she went through the 
broad gate, but soon found they were wrong and turned back and went 
down the hill to go through the narrow gate but could not get down; this 
tall man came with a ladder and he took her foot with his hand and put 
— took hold of her hand, 
alright. She came to meeting every Sunday. On December 16, 1897, it 
being my 49th birthday, I baptized this lady and her son. Some time 
after; on April 14, 1898, I baptized her sister and thus fulfilled my desire 
chat I had longed for the last twenty years. I have seen the power of 
God made manifest many times. On one occasion we went to visit Sister 
Cook, not knowing she was ill; we found her very bad with St. Vitus 
dance. She wished me to administer to her. I did so and she was healed 
at once and has had no symptoms of it since. This was another testimony 
to me of the power of God. I have been called on many times to admin- 
ister to the sick. In most cases they were healed, This caused me to 
rejoice and know that the Lord was with me as He promised me He would 
be. . . To my great surprise Brother Paul told mea few days after 
that he wanted me to go to Wolverhampton to take Elder Whitehouse — 
and take lodgings there and labor. We came to Wolverhampton on the 
24th of November, 1897. We held meetings in Sister Hendley’s house. 
There were seven or eight who attended meeting; they soon increased to 
twenty-three. Then the room was too small. I made enquiries for 2 
larger place but could not hear of one. ‘One day I told the Elders to go 
out tracting and I would hunt a room to meet in; after they bad gone I 


laid the matter before the Lord and told him what I wanted. I went 


out and in one hour I found a good place. The next thing was to pay the 
rent. Tue Saints could not, neither oould we. I told the Elders ve must 
have a place to meet in or quit preaching. There were two rooms to 
this place, one small and one large. I told them we could make it alright, 
we must sacrifice our feelings and comfort for the welfare.of the people, 
then the Lord win bless us in our lebors; we will. give un 
and go to house keeping. 

We laid the matter before 
the Sainte, they said they would help all they could, which they did. By 
diving up our lodgings;.the money paid the rent on the meeting room and 
we are all comfortable now; one man, not in the church, gave me ten 
shillings. | ‘Throngh our willingness 
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the Lord has blessed our labors, we have seate for 40; we have 30 that 
come to meeting. 

On April 7th we had fourteen to be baptized. This was rather too 
much for the devil, he was not asleep, neither were we, for we were Jook- 
ing for him to make an attack. He tried in every corner, he made his 
points in part; we only baptized: seven instead of fourteen, before the 
next month was over we had performed. the ordinance of baptism upon 
nineteen persons. .We have.a good Sunday School here.. We organized 
it May 15th. Nen have nice organ and good organiet, 
the singing very much. 

she had heard me preach the Gospel to her several times, including the 
signs following the believers; she was very ill for three weeks.and got 
worse all the time, she sent for me and Brother C. Green and we adminis- 
tered to her; the next day she got up and in a few days was able to walk 
about. We also administered to her boy who had the measles; four days 
afterwards 1 recaived:a fran her, saying she up ond. sronadiand 
the boy was going to school... 

me. I am satisfied. that the Lord has been true to his promise to me, I 
fone. might Sail, 4. Tnoxas PHILLIPS. 
Moncax Co, Uras. 


"BABYLON, 


states that, the wails of were sixty in circum- 
ference, built of large bricks cemented with bitumen, and raised round 
the city in the form of a square, protected on the outside by a ditch lined 
with the same material. They were 87 feet thick and 350 feet high. 
According. to Quintus Curtius, four-horse chariots could. pass each other — 
on them. The city was entered by twenty-five gates. on each side, of solid 
brass, and strengthened by 250 towers. | ue 
The Palace of Nebuchadnezzar. was a most magnificent and stupendous 
work. Its outer wall embraced six 2 Within were two other em- 
battled walls, besides a great tower. The Hanging - Gardens are attributed 
by Diodorus to Cyrus, whe constragted them in compliance with the wish 
of his queen to possess elevated groves such as she had enjoyed on the 
hills around her native Ecbatana; for Babylon was flat. To gratify this 
mountain was reared, 400 feet on each side; while ter- 
oS roc, one above another. rose to a height that overtopped. the walls of the 
city, 300 feet in elevation. The agcent frum terrace to terrace was by 
flights of while themselves were reared to their various 
8 regular tiers, one over the other. Mr. Rich 
found upon e Se square, lined with fine brick 
laid in bitumen, filled with earth; this corresponds with Strabo’s des- 
oription of the hollow brick the 
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398 LATTER-DAY SAINTS' gran. 
WOMEN AS MISSIONARIES; 


- Great interest is being manifested at the present time in the subject of 
sending sisters out as missionaries, to labor in bearing testimony to- the 
truth of the Gospel and in other directions connected with its propaga- 
tion. It may, therefore, be interesting to know what is being done in this 
connection by chose who have already welected: ‘and’ for 

missions. 

By a recent Great Britain, v we that four sister from | 
Zion accompanied the Presidency of the European mission to 
England, on Sunday, April 24th, to attend the ae the Manchester 
Conference. 

Teo of them, Sisters Noall aad Smith, in che 

the evening Sisters Knight and Brimball 
some five or six hundred souls. | 
In the letter which we — the 

“The two pioneer missionary sisters (Sisters Knight and Brimball) 
of the right kind. They are bright and intelligent, and full of ‘faith in the 
Gospel. I am sure that every soul who heard them talk last 
night went away feeling greatly impressed by their testim 
were without doubt under a great strain, but they seemed 
ease and fluency; and as they stood before the people I felt in my heart 
that any community on earth might well be proud of them.” The writer 
further says: 

“I do not think we have had one Elder out of e e out of those 
who have arrived in the mission since we have been here, who could ‘acquit 
himself as creditably at the time of his arrival as did these — * 
sionary sisters.“ 

Sisters Knight and Brimhall were set apart as wissiohibbesz but Bidtérs 
Noall and Smith have gone to England on‘a visit, the former to join her 
husband, who presides over the Cheltenham Conference, and they are both 

bright, intelligent women, and no doubt with Sisters Knight and Brimball, 
will make their mark in the country which they visit. . 

It is very gratifying to hear such good news concerning the comimene 
ment of the labors of the sisters. It sesms tb be the beginning of a hier 
era in the Church for our sisters to take part in dnn er to the 
Gospel. 

In thinking about the future, one cannot grasp all the possibilities that 
open before the mind in reflecting upon the many ways in which the sis- 
ters can do good. It is the bringing of a new force into operation, which, 
if properly managed and carefully guided, will result in an immense 
amount of good. The remark which our correspondent makes (and he is 
a man of experience), that not one Elder in twenty-five ‘has acquitted 
bimself ‘as créeditably at the time of his arrival as did these young sisters, 
“speaks volumes. 

We can see what a field tiere is oped before the gentler sex for ‘the 
exercise of all their powers. The presence of sisters in the mission 
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revealec 10 the ancients, is the truth that He has revealed in our day; 
feld ought to be a great incentive to the Elders, and stir them up to 

emulation and a diligent performance of their duties. 
Every believer in the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ must be deeply 
impressed with the similarity of testimony on the part of the servants of 
God, which he finds in the records that have come down to us. 
The Lord has revealed through the Prophet Joseph Smith many things 
connected with Adam and his posterity, and especially of Enoch. We have 
also, from the same source, ‘the record concerning Moses, his visions, and 
the power which God gave to him. We have also the record of Abraham. 
All of these are found in what is known as the Pearl of Great Price. We 
have also the Bible, the Book of Mormon, and the Book of Doctrine and 
Covenants. Any one who will read these works, who himself has had a 
testimony from the Lord and has enjoyed the Spirit of God, must be 
impressed with the similarity of the experiences of the different men 
whose testimonies are found in these various works. A man who has 
received the Gospel in this: age, and who is familiar with the gifts which 
those who obey the truth receive, must perceive that the same fruits which 
were enjoyed in all the dispensations covered by these records, are now 
produced and enjoyed by those who obey the Gospel in these days. 

Men frequently ask for evidence of the truth of the Gospel. Some ask 
for signs in order that they may be convinced concerning the work of 
God. But here, in our opinion, ‘ig one of the greatest and most convincing 
evidences or signs that can be produced that this work is divine. It 
would be impossible for any man who is not inspired to write such a 
record as these revelations contain that are found in the Pearl of Great 
Price; and the same remark applies with equal force to the Bible, the 
Book of Mormon, and the Book of Doctrine and Covenants. No Latter- 
day Saint who has enjoyed'a goodly degree of the Spirit of God and has 
had experience in its fruits can read the Book of Mormon without being 
convinced that the men in that book who have described their own feel- 
ings and who have taught the Gospel were inspired of God. Such a 
_ Latter-day Saint has the evidence i in his own breast and within his own 
knowledge, because if he were to write his experience and that which he 
has known, he would. describe. it exactly as the writers in the Book of 
Mormon have described their experience and knowledge. In this way 
the Book of Mormon furnisbes internal evidence, to thase who know 
anything about the things of God, of its divinity. It would be impos- 
sible for a man to write many things that are in that book without he 
was inspired of God. The same remark applies to the Bible, and to the 
revelations to which we allude in the Pearl of Great Price. 

There is complete harmony in all these records. A man of God 1 this 
dispensation oannot read these records, without perceiving how very simi- 
lar they are in their experie os with the experience of the people of the 
Lord in this dispensation. The truths contained in these records are in 
perfect harmony with the truths contained in the revelations of the last 
days, showing that they proceed from the same Spirit. They also show 
that our Father in heaven is an unchangeable Being; that the truth He 
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